ANSWER;

At this time, we are not reimbursed and have no plans to request
reimbursement for services rendered to the D.C. Metropolitan Police
Department (MPDG) or any other Federal, state, OP local agency. In
the early days of the DEA laboratories, we did charge for the travel
of the expert witness when a case went to court. We found that it
cost the then Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs (BNDD) more
money to process the bills on these cases than it would cost us to do
them free of charge.

To prosecute a drug case, one must have the analysis of the material
to make sure of its Identification. If DBA is to urge state and
local agencies to push hard on drug investigations and, at the same
time, set up a charge for laboratory work, this may be counterproduc-
tive.

DEA has provided many other services to other Federal, state, and
local agencies free of charge, including training, technical infor-
mation, standards, etc. We have helped state and local agencies
design laboratories, recommend staffing and equipment, and have
indicated to the agencies the workload which might be expected, using
the DEA System to Retrieve Information from Drug Evidence (STRIDE).

In 1968, President Nixon directed that the then BNDD provide labora-
tory services to the MPDG. Each subsequent Administration has con-
tinued to support the 1968 directive, and DEA has attempted to ful-
fill this responsibility to the best of its ability.

We have made arrangements with the MPDG to handle and store their
own evidence before and after the analysis by the DEA laboratory.
A vault In the DEA laboratory has been given to the District Police
and it is staffed by them.

MPDO workload comprises a major portion of the state and local
evidence examined by the DEA laboratories, and requires a signifi-
cant commitment of resources.

Diplomatic Passports
QUESTION;
Do your agents posted overseas have diplomatic passports?

ANSWER!

Generally, agents assigned to embassies have diplomatic passports,
but there are certain exceptions such as Bangkok, wherein only DEA's
Country Attache has a diplomatic passport and the agent personnel
have official passports. Agents not in embassies but assigned to
consulates have official passports,

QUESTION;

If not, doesn't this inhibit the freedom of movement?

ANSWER;

No.   Their movement is not restricted.

QUESTION;

Have you requested that they receive diplomatic passports?

ANSWER;

Yes. Requests have been made to the State Department but IEA has
been advised that its agents do not meet diplomatic standards.s have approached the Committee to indicate their desire to
